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diagnostic testing can be performed at any time after initiating a colonoscopy procedure (e.g., post-cath, post-
polypectomy). for diagnostic testing to be covered, the polyp must have been removed prior to the test. the decision to
perform a diagnostic test is made by the endoscopist. for example, the endoscopist may perform a biopsy of a polyp to

look for dysplasia, or the endoscopist may choose to remove the polyp and perform diagnostic tests after the procedure.
for non-medicare recipients, use healthcare common procedural coding system (hcpcs) code g0105 (colorectal cancer
screening; colonoscopy on individual at high risk) or g0121 (colorectal cancer screening; colonoscopy on individual not

meeting the criteria for high risk) as appropriate. cms developed the hcpcs codes to differentiate between screening and
diagnostic colonoscopies in the medicare population. if polyps are removed, use the appropriate cpt code listed above and
add modifier pt (colorectal cancer screening test; converted to diagnostic test or other procedure) to each cpt code for non-
medicare. for all payors, if the procedure was initiated as a screening, the screening diagnosis is primary and the polyp is
secondary. for example, on form cms-1500 in the line with the polypectomy procedure code, in box 24e (the diagnostic
pointer box) enter a 2 linking the procedure with the polyp. in this way, the patient will receive the insurance benefits

associated with screening procedures and the service will be paid correctly. for non-medicare beneficiaries, use healthcare
common procedural coding system (hcpcs) code g0105 (colorectal cancer screening; colonoscopy on individual at high

risk) or g0121 (colorectal cancer screening; colonoscopy on individual not meeting the criteria for high risk) as appropriate.
cms developed the hcpcs codes to differentiate between screening and diagnostic colonoscopies in the medicare

population. if polyps are removed, use the appropriate cpt code listed above and add modifier pt (colorectal cancer
screening test; converted to diagnostic test or other procedure) to each cpt code for non-medicare.
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for medicare beneficiaries, use healthcare common procedural coding system (hcpcs) code g0105 (colorectal cancer
screening; colonoscopy on individual at high risk) or g0121 (colorectal cancer screening; colonoscopy on individual not

meeting the criteria for high risk) as appropriate. cms developed the hcpcs codes to differentiate between screening and
diagnostic colonoscopies in the medicare population. if polyps are removed, use the appropriate cpt code listed above and

add modifier pt (colorectal cancer screening test; converted to diagnostic test or other procedure) to each cpt code for
medicare. if modifier pt is not added to the cpt code submitted on the medicare claim, the colonoscopy with polypectomy

will not be recognized as a screening service and the patient will be inappropriately billed. a positive wmm test was
defined as the presence of any motile trichomonads in the upper chamber of the wet mount. for the in-house pcr test, the

target region in the parasite ribosomal dna was amplified using the primer pair; 5’-aagcaattatatggaaacgccttc-3’ and
5’-tgcagcgcatcaagcgaaag-3’. amplification was performed in 25ul reactions with dntps, taq polymerase, and mgcl2. the

amplification products were subsequently electrophoresed on a 2% agarose gel and visualised under uv light after
ethidium bromide staining. a positive test was defined as the presence of any band in the pcr products of 309bp. for tv
culture, the swabs were inoculated in inpouch culture chambers and incubated in an upright position at 37c for up to

7days. microscopic examination of the culture chambers was performed on days 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7. bacterial vaginosis was
confirmed by the presence of gram negative, colourless, non-sporulating, non-motile organisms. all analyses were

performed by two laboratory technicians blinded to the clinical presentation and diagnosis of the participants. each swab
was tested in duplicate for each diagnostic test. 5ec8ef588b
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