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characters in “House of Cards,” a new
Netflix series about a scheming U.S.
Congressman, are all based on real people.
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And that means some of them are dead.
Because in the world of the show, federal
regulation is out of control, authority never
held accountable and corruption never
punished. “House of Cards” is part of a
series of what are called “entertainmentbased” dramas, in which the stories are
largely fictional, but based on factual
people and real incidents. Shows based on
“The Sopranos” and “The Wire” are also
part of this class, as are such popular films
as “Goodfellas” and “The Departed.”
“House of Cards” is very real in its theme of
political scheming, taking money from a
variety of sources — lobbyists, campaign
contributions and criminals who buy
influence — in order to get things done for
personal gain. That’s all fiction. But the
show is based on real people: Belinda (Kate
Mara), Frank’s (Kevin Spacey) political
adviser, who is a real lobbyist; Claire (Robin
Wright) is a real U.S. Congressman from a
real state; Doug Stamper (Michael Kelly) a
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real IRS official; Frank’s wife (and Claire’s
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