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accurate, and cost-effective laboratory tests are crucial to the success of many medical diagnoses. However, the
cost of such tests can be high because of the need for highly trained and expensive technicians, and

sophisticated laboratories. Often, patients are required to make multiple trips to physicians, clinics, and hospitals
to receive specialized care from medical specialists, such as radiologists, cardiologists, neurologists, urologists,
dermatologists, and oncologists. Patients must make multiple trips to receive reliable and accurate results, and
one or more expensive tests that generally cannot be performed in a single visit. Accordingly, there is a need to
develop reliable, accurate, and cost-effective methods of performing laboratory testing that can be carried out in

a single visit to a physician or other medical professional who can perform the test based on the results of the
first test.HIV vaccine and microbicides development as a joint task - Dilemma or opportunity? Vaccines and

microbicides are important tools in the prevention of HIV transmission and acquisition, respectively. But, these
two strategies are not mutually exclusive and in fact have much in common, including being tailored to the HIV

epidemic in a particular geographic region and using a similar scientific approach. This review highlights the
similarities between the two strategies, considering the feasibility of the global implementation of both and the

challenges associated with them. The optimal vaccine candidates are early in development so the focus for
microbicides must be towards preclinical studies; however, studies in non-human primates could generate

valuable data towards getting new HIV vaccine candidates through the early phase clinical trials. The lack of a
large-scale eradication campaign will make the HIV epidemic in the developed world hard to control and this is of
great concern to several countries for which an HIV vaccine has already been licensed. Therefore, multi-country

studies could be beneficial as it would allow for exposure to different HIV subtypes, sexual practices and
behavioural changes. It is also likely
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